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CPAP in respiratory failure in COPD

by attaching a spring-loaded threshold valve to the 

respiratory circuit. Patients were usually started at a 

CPAP pressure of 5 cm H
2
O and increased in increments 

of 2.5 cm to the minimum level at which the patient 

experienced relief of dyspnea. No patient received 
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gases at the time of ICU admission, the CPAP-treated 
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CPAP in respiratory failure in COPD

Table 3 Baseline and intensive care unit (ICU) admission characteristics as well as outcomes of patients with COPD and acute 
respiratory failure admitted to the respiratory ICU in 1985–1988, compared with patients receiving CPAP in 1991–1995 in the 
same ICU

 CPAP Medical Intubated
 Respiratory ICU  Respiratory ICU  Respiratory ICU
Variables (1991–1995) (1985–1988) (1985–1988)

Number of patients 49 27 31

Baseline characteristics
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associated with signifi
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